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The Commune of .. Paris. 


. ‘The ISth of March, 1871, is a date which will couqt in history. On 
that day the people of Paris rose -up against its Government ami pro¬ 
claimed that henceforward the great city-intended to' be ^ free, 
Independent Commund'. - - • 

This-'time Paris did. not intend to govern France. ' It simply 
asserted its right to be a free, self-governed unit. Its population *was 
Yead.v to accept even more than its due share of the military defence of' 
the country ;■ it was *re - ady to accept its share of the national debt ; . 
ready to federate with all other parts of France for common action 1 . 
But it reftSSed to.be governed by .the amphibious Government, repub¬ 
lican by name and monarchist in reality,, which had seized the power 

after the overthrow of Napoleon III. •• 

It claimed the right to give itself its own democratic Government, 
and to'take those measures'concerning' industries, trade, education, 
and so on as .the population of Paris"itself woqld like to take. If its 
population'desired ‘to take a step in the Socialist direction, let it- 
be free to - take that step, without being compelled to-restrain itself 
because theye4xist people in France who still swear by the name of an 
emperor or a king., \ 


that revolutions, are no longer possible— this being taught on the very 
eve of the Russian Revolution! ’ 

A fight whicll brings about only a change of government is not a 
revolution. It is only one of its first episodes.* Because a revolution 
consists—as. we see it now in Russia and saw a hundred year a ago .in 
France'' 1 ’— of' thousands and* thousands of small acts, individual'.and . 
„collective. Thousands of insurrections, in towns and villages, of the. 
Tfiasses and of separate individuals; thousands of partial.acts by which 
the old institutions are-destroyed on the spot; thousands of individ ual - 
and collective refusals of obedience; of payment of taxes, of accepting 
rules and qbligation^g-JJmusands of violations of the old laws—this is 
what vevoiutioTisJiaYeiheen. and are still nowadays. : 

. ■ But this takes' timc^ and this is what the Paris Commune, being 
isolated and having to concentrate its attention’on : 'self-tlefem‘e J had iWt 
the advantage of. It lived* only seventy days. ■ 

Besides, the very ideas about what oocialism means were not yet 
. sufficiently clear. 'The International -Working Men’s Association had 
been tit* work only a few years; it lmd only .just begun ter work 
out--the leading ideas - of modern,Socialism and Anarchism. The 
Exp'opriatidn of all that i^ ijecegsapyJoi^Living and.Producing was a. 
word that had hardly been pronounced*, then in small circles. The 
necessity of Direct Action- on beimlf of the workers themselves was not 
"vet understood, and,too much trust was-laid ip the elected Government 
of the Gommime,’' ‘ 


* 




Many’causes had cohti ibutqd to jthat result,- Since the suppression_ 
’of the Revolution of 1848, aiYcl duritag the dark years of the Second 
Empire, everything had been-done ill France to-kill intellectual life in 
. fciie provinces. Therefore Paris had developed t immenfiely in advance 
of the vernaiiidei^of-Frftnce'.: ThenJithe tradition of.the revolutionary 
Commune of Paris of the-yeat'l 1792’and 1793—the Commune which 
dominated the Convention' and. took Clie lead of all revolutionary 
measures—had been revived^-so soon "as a' new popular movement 
in 'the Socialist direction/chad begun - in France. At the^ same 
■ time, the. idea that the/Sfate .miglit take social reform into- its 
"hands was abandoned after .tlie failure of State Socialism in 1S4S. And 
v finally, the people of after having passed five months in isolation 

from the outer world^during the siege,,must have realised in.itself-such 
a tremendous creative force that it felt it could mnkh some use > of it. 


/Aud yet,- a great historical significance lies in the Paris Communo 
-of flSi l. It hits shown us the way. - 

.JWejtow know one great thing,: It is not through the-G'oveimmont 
■ 'not 1 .through the State, that the Great Revolution will come. - • 

- ■ " -• It is froib t^e free, independent, self-acting Communes. , ■ t 

i . This is the. political- form which Socialist creative action will, 
assume ^Autocracy-was the .political form qf aristocratic rule.^ 
Pai 1 iament is the political form of niid'dle-class rule. ■ 

’ a The Commune v-Ul bethepolititaJ form of Socialism. . , ■■■ 

* * * Each Revolutibu gives j:he elements "for the subsequent Evohiti^n. , 
So it was with the Paris Commune. The enormous spread .of tho 
" so : called Municipal Socialism, in France', German)* and Britain'-is a 
directiontcofne of tjhe JJommuue- of 1871; ■ All- over the world the 
ivnil-imr mon «n w that. it. is to the Commune—not to i-1 


/ * ' ™^ r . ‘ . . ' ^ 

— TbeAvhole^Bpvement wan tbpxoughly popular. > 'It \vns the working 

men of ParWwho had all the'management of if—that extremely intelli- - 
o-entj bright population, engaged -for fche most part in- small industries 
' which,iffiruntain the intelligOncej the inventiveness, and the artistic and 
creatiW) power of the * worker/ A population, revolutionary through 
_its history- and ■ full of organising ’.capacities, of which it gave Such 
wonderful proofs, in the gloomiest years of'the great Revolution and, 
dm-ing the last siege. Now they were the masters of their city. They 
Avere the elected "liearls of the militia battalions; the mayors of the 
vestries, the military commanders of the fortifications, the palaces, tlie 
barracks; the lieStds of all tlie treasuries of -wealth and art which- 
■the great world-city contains in its walls, - And—what stunbfiea’fhe' - 
world—they managed, all that in the most democratic /pirit (the 
highest salary of a f unctionary-was-Hs. a-day), and with 'such ah order 
that the foreigners who had remained in. Paris could not find words k> 
express their admiration. ' ... * * i 

In one of-the pamphlets, published by FiiEEpoir, The Paris 
Commune, the readers will find'more about this wonderful movement, 
and still more about the horrible ways in which it % was suppressed by 
the French middle classes.aftqr an existence of seventy days. .. 

With the Prussian gun§ turned against Paris^ immediately after a 
terrible- war, this movement could not possibly succeed. The. only 
possibility of success was if several other large .cities had followed the 
example of Paris, anct also proclaimed the Commune, and constituted a. 
federation of rebel cities. But .tjiose ‘which followed Paris, like 
Saint- Etienne, \yere few. The idea of independent cities becoming 
centres-of- Soeiali&ti.ifRevolution 4iad not.yet ripened. Nay, the 
very ideas as to how a city might proceed for Jbeginning such a revolu¬ 
tion were .nob yet sufficiently'clear,deVen in Paris, and the Comn5,line 
did not takmbhe leRd in a Communistic revolution which might have 
given it more chances of success. 


working men saw that it is to the Commune—not to the State—and 
*t A the Trade unions—not to the Ministry-—-that they .must- Icok tor the . 
r organisritkm of collective enjoym-ent of vectljJi a nd collcctu-c production. 
To the Commune* tlie)’ will- -look now for’ beginni ng .the. Socisd 
Pigvolutioh.'- 1 . . " : *- 

"1 Moreover, another great ’ object lesson was given. It is (he ewjoij- . 
went of, coniviokfikies and u-ealth vdiic/F, must come ruis’i'. Prod action 
in ast come next. T/ien onbf will it l-e r/iuded hij the needs oj .the Com- 
mune amithe nation, cmdnot'hi} cap ltd Us( (freed/ - % ■ tl> 

This is 'an extremely important point-.—Communisui first!* 


Socialised production next !■ This is the lessoh of the last half-century. 
Aiid the Commime gives the practical instrupient for realising it.. 


$ # 
. s- 


• This is what our Paris brothers did iif 1871.. " They opened .a new 
era for the future : the er(i of Socialist Jpomumnes. . - 

Their {attempt was stifled in'lijooj.1. 'Once more the great heart of 

n icrsY'lfl wnii ]\T/srl Tm* t.liR woi'ld’ii enlip'lltenilfeilt. 




‘And then, one important thing must not be forgotten. We, have 
read so much about barricades and street, fighting that many of us 
have come to conceive a revolution as n few days' street fight in a 
/city. This is why the workers have - been so ,^61emnly taught lately 


the "world was bled for the world's enlightennfeiifc. 

The orgies of* the White.after th'e .fall of the Co mmuno 
were simply unimaginable lh ’their bloodthirstiness. bqmething 
similar went on lately in Moscow. . , / ‘ 

But even these orgies of White Terror gave us a lesson: 
It is this :—In revolutions don’t "do things by halves! Wliat was the use 
of the Communards picketing middle-class property ? 'AYhat was the 
use of their mounting guard round the National Bank ? ''They Were 
shot by the hundred with machine' guns and buried—the shrieking 
woundefijjnd the dead in the same quicklime beds—justjis if they,had . 
pillaged all middle-class properties and all banks. # * You have made 
us tremble: this is enough,—you shall die F” • - 1 . 

Therefore, let the workers remember it, -The moment they touch 
anythin*/ in'our middle-class society they will be treated as the worst 
brigands' ‘And everythiiigJiolds together -in modern capitalism, , 

let them be: bold in whatever" they begin. Expropriation on a small 
scale would be treated - ns robbery. The Commune mlist-hp s made. 
grand scale—with a grand, all-embracing conception ©f Socialist aims, 
and of the ^general welfare. Th'on "only will it have a chance of 
sutecess- Then jjl 1 !)' will it answer its historical -mission,:* that of being 
the medium for the coming.Social Revolution. “ . “ " . * 
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meet -the usual desire fop prompt, if' superficial/information on the 
subject of the ;Intat-national Working Men’s A&sdfeiation, Those who- 
.esteempainstaking historic research, which is The basis of even the 
smallest real historic knowledge!, ‘will read this" volume of. James 
Guillaume’s memoirs with delight, and consider it £s one of, the. very' 
few serious contributions which -we 1 possess as yet towards a.'real 
’ history of Sociajisrn, * .. ■ ~ \ - * 

Forty years have gone since the foiln datiori afr^he, International ' 
(St. • Marffin’s Mall, September '28, 1S04), and raaby features of-the 
organisation of that' society, seem to us quite obsolete r\o\yr Who 
would think now of.a Central Council,, residtrfg in London, 'to connect 
the, different national groups, to supervise their policy, etc ? X\vo 
legends have .grown round this central bo<^y—the -bourgeois legend, 
which ascvibes to it the mysterious power of a centre aofyconspirators, 
apd the Social Democratic legend, which makes the "brain of Karl 
m -i ■ Marx rule the General Council*, and by its intermediary * the wlible 

\Y\. NOTES. • •• \ , workjng-class movement of the sixties and early seventies~ The .truth 

\ \ \ 1 ' ■ _ . ■■■•'_ ,■ , ihaS to joe. found-by careful research^ and the "result is-cntirelytin favour 

Labour PoLii;ick ■ \ ■■ t "'! ' ' ' of common-sense, Froni 1864 to 3.S69 the Council did not interfere with 

' The new b/dinsW the Labour'party ba've.begun'to sjvbVp, and the- th ? movement to-Any smious' extent, and hence was iyme- 

clu sty .and musfy itmosphere.oF the Cbminons has been’ quite Rotated-' tokl 1 ' ate ^ fyom 1869 to 1S(2, when, its powers were extended 

as a result. -#ker.w^t the-past few ■ veats of- T'ary factic-s have giveb- t ?' make * fc : lo J ok a ktt ? m ? re ll > 7 ely-it misused its authority, as 

us it is nbt dpcultl to make some’show of meaning business But ™-..° be . f^pected, and thereby created^, general be volt, which 
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already we .begin to seh how'these new-par, ties afe.likely to work; 
I.L.P.-takes th^ plade of the advanced R adica l r wing, and in 


position, yvill use yhe whip 1 bfr-th'e fl .compact Liberal ynajovity^”- As a 
■ • resuly^some of tl\q staibs of the. -years^of' reaetioiT"w(ll be wiped out, ■ 


and if popular aglbations ai-e 
years ago’ will be cii\rie’d out^ 


wa^.to be expected, and -thereby'created^.general revolt, which did 
The good by making people see the evils of authority, even if wielded 

, i -, \ by the mdst trusted Social Revolutionists. Anarchism as a general 
ia A movement-w as fch.g direct outco m e of this revolt..wh ich.j^entred—in-Tlie 
listoric figures of IVLarx ancl Bakunin, but- had many~yonager sup- 
loi'.ters'as well!on both sides, an.d among The foremost ones-in' the 


us to watch. 


maintained, some reforms due.twenty „ , . ... . . . T ^ -r, ■. , , 

It is an. interesting situation for-all of" 1 1 mithomty was. James Otnllaaiae, the present author. 

But the real lever.of the workers’ emancipation.lies oiit-* c } et f ]s o ? thls ^truggle are of larger interest than the mere 

- eide of tH&public arpna, and the great work to be done in the field of . ^ternal .Jnsfeo^of a society. This- struggle is almost like a chapter 
d - - ** ’ • *■ * '--■ ... ( « rtf . tpom,. a tar-ott Utopia actedntLj'enJ life. ^1 mean this: the Interna- ' 

lany different types of Socialists* and- 
was believed—by all parties even,, at 

Ip 1’inrv^ef. tmi^FfirnAnf, Klro f.lin TJ 1 



to it full of'.hope' 


b" 


x 


Exa-mpee T^^’.^OLITICS*. ' . r . _ 

Here are the-details, of what . the imess calls a- “Hebridean 
Reyolution ”: . .1. ’ " 

An Edinburgh wire says that the crofters of\&ton^bridge township 
have marched on- and seized . the Ormielate-lands, Loch Olay, and are 
occupying the OrinieliUe liills for cattle grazing. 

The cottars of Plowbeg, headed^by pipers and with flags flying, marched 
oil tlie farms of Orniiela-te and Bornish.'ltlie property of LaSy (Jonlon 
. : Cathcart), and took possession, i . j 

They divided the land upland are" proceeding to'manure the ground 


first— thaLsome sort of an equitable, honest government like the General 
Cotmcil, consisting of picked Socialists and trade unionists, was possible 
an r d useful,- Actual experience proved'the contrary, and in.the course 
of this resistance, afterwards revolt, the ideas' of Anarchism’ were 

pted * 
way . 

some years later for even looser-bonds. T^he authoritarian Council,’on 
the other, hand, .transplanted to the United States" in 1872, shrivelled 
up very soon,'to become a-little mummy incapable oLanytiling but 
further internal- quarrelling and fantastic decrees of excommunication . 
against the rest of the International, which hardly ' knew of its’ con¬ 
tinued existence, until its extinction in 1876. itic’s +U 


lean ■ ' iBBiawuice, arcerwaras revoic, uie laeas or Anarcmsrn we: 

by and by worked out, and——in the fqrm of a free organisation accept! 
iship by the Geneva Congress of,lS73—even put in practice,'to make *-wj 
i some vears later For even lnnRpv hfind^c r H,o ai-)f.l-tm4f.nTft<)in 't 


This* is the most striking 


\ 


- far pjotato cultivation. .The '|iarfa cottars who seized the Island "of ,___ T ___ 

Vattcrsay three weeks ^go are still in fqll possession, and have the land Utopian story, the refutation, of governmentalisrq by actual experience, 

WhatsvI'comes of'ifc, this is a splendid e^»mpla.«f Direct Action, and Up ”® W ‘ his l,ist01 '£ ooultl be guttered from- the Mtowjre pre- 
we wpuld^that the workers Of England might turn their eyes from 
Sfceplieps and learn-the true moral,of it\ . * ' - 

Too Old a4? 35! * ' \ 


We read that bn 26tff January ll u^-we|ll-known London -firm of 

mal’C f iicWnrJ niifk Ih . * it Jrw t* 


caterers tur'c'ed off, w'jfch one week’s notice, their whole'staff of 


waitresses, and filled thehSpIaces with younger girls at lower wages." 

It is a fine specimen bf the exploiting spirit ! A woman of 35 at' 


girls, of 20 ean be'had for 
victims are, sabifificed for the 
And these unfortunate 


f ten shillings per,week is “ too old ” when 
seven shillings. So these unfortunate 
benefit. of the bloodsucking shareholders, 
sisters of our, unemployed, drifting hither dqd thither 
and crushed, as many'will be, on the wheel -of capitalism, will die 
•before their time, the while the doughty champions of labour at West¬ 
minster- live clamouring for gld-pensions t<i begin at 65 L'" What a 
godsend palliatives will prover-to the governing classes. . , ■ 


Russian Anarchists. 


Execution of 

‘Jit ^ ' ^ *■ ^ ^ 

* '.<i iifir y gives some of the names, of 

our brave comrades who,, ha^.become martyrs to the reaction. They 
"have been-shot-for being Anarchist Communists and taking active 
•pa'rt in the recent revolts. Their names aye : Rosenzweig, Holscbein. 
.Rincivd, Sclieier, and Pfefiey. Five others "have also been sliot whose 

- All ’were proud to call, the^msolves 
of dheir' murderers. Ho \ words. can 


seated. 5’y the Jurassian Federation of- the International to the qther 
Federatiotisja book published iii 1873 and written by James Guillaume 
(not signed).; The thi;e% : . volumes which Guillaume is now preparing 
are, so : to speak, an.infinitely enlarged t and rearranged edition of this 
MemoiH. But all, to whom the Memo ire of, 1813 is accessible coukl‘do 
nothing better than to-read it ^before reading the present volume; this 
will enable them to see at once the'relative importance of , the different 
matters which Guillaume now discusses at fuIUengthV l;tf possible, the 
Marxist publications should Also be read fijist, 'chiefly L’Alliance de let 
Dfonocratie Socialist# . • . of 1873." It is difficult fc^find a greater 
ti^tie of perfiaiou,s- misrepresentations and lies than this pamphlet, and 
ese unrortunate yet its ’lies are reproduced and-^engrossed as gospel truth in the-G-erman 
;Li £history of 'the Internationa^by Gl Jaeekb.(1904), which Justice recently 
,e ”' translated. To' expose these ?ais6Hoods and to demonsti*ate the real 

facts "by documents, letters^ etc., Guillaume had to discuss many facts 
at greater "length than* the casual'reader would thfpk liecessary. .This 
book will be the.mbre useful and interesting, the -bittei' the read er is 
prepared^ to appreciate by previous studies the importance of the very 
great number ,of facts discussed J or alluded to. 

Apart from-destroying once for all the Marxist legends about the 
International, the book contains many contributions towards 'a history - 
of the Socialist and Anarchist movement in the Swiss'Jura,- chiefly in 
the chn'ton of i—i —:—j. -_i_ ...■-i.j. 


names- are 
Anarchists 


„not yet 
even in 


to hand, 
the face 


Keuehatel, This is not of local interest only, as might ■ 
be Supposed. The' real importance of the work of the International 
can,-perhaps, best be studied from this example where we-have to do 

measure the loss of-these brave youOg sorils_b.it they die«\like heS're intelligent .voters ending almost- complete 

m a great cause. , v . . ■ I ' ‘ l 'changed, for the worse to-day. ' , - . - 

. To what extent has the International affected or helped the, local 
movements in different countries ? . , * ' , 

In the thirties and forties most Socialists gathered round certain 
men, and 1 formed the . schools of Owen, Fourier, Broudhon,'and many 
others.- The. Chartists and the French propagandists from 1848 to 1851 


■y* 


• ' |b " ■ ^ ' 

iMGPORT^NT! r 

■ - Wilh any'comrades who are able and-willing, to give any sort of 
■ assistance iff a Children's Sunday-school- dnthe East-end kindly com¬ 
municate with Lillian Wess, G^Capwrlr.th Street, Leyton, who will be 
. glad to hear From any one interested ip the subject ?' . 


alone gathered 'larger, masses, to -foVm, to some extent ; Socialist LabOuy 
parties.- , In.the fifties ail this, dwindled down, but when in the early . 
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' S t ? ft e n Gatlba ^ dld d ! > .' 6 a — d °’ nn . d a uew spi - l ' ifc Q f e»Mm^asm M 'Prohtariado Jntifymi e , r t 

arose everywhen ,mme sixties, then\ the subterranean move : • national in Spaiman interesting^^ book and 3m Ifthe best of 
Went came to the surface again, the time <3f tlfe old schools was gone, intentions,- but also a sign of liow much qf that history^ aheadv lost 

rneii s jnf«:<jes sprung, up .everywhere-:— And will never be recovered " Iit ^ 

in Pans with lolain and others, in Germany with La^*Ue,in England Italy the International is treated quite superficially ‘tareThone that 
+In inli *- f, orm -Movement, etc. \Ahlist theboid schools were con- , Enrico Malatesta will-give ns at hist a book of memoirs that will tell 
1 , i * hghtmg and refuting each otner and their, different ideas could this Story ns, he alone now can tell it in full, P. Kropotkin’s memoirs 

fn> nmv!“ ?>ga r ate rn ^ ff eS T? * 31 "*]*** in tll « sniggle give .iw glimpses' of the International in Switzerland^ the seventies r 
. .. £ mt 1 V anC *' p0U H b >' solidarity with other parties in but as lie hurries towards the end of the book they are far too short* - 

. 0f COmSes The Frisians, them- and' will also, I hope, find further extedLi some daV Sof 
, un ieds al .the beginning, were glad to throw^jn the-face the Belgian International remains"to be written, not to speak of that ■ 

'if 1 PP 01 ]? 13 s ho hundreds of thousands of British trade unionists of the English International, which, however: was Jess brilliant than 

witi whonr they were, allied in the ‘International—and the young that of other countries, as even those Englishmen who emancipated 
l6a uT J ft V i? fa ,“? when Gai ’ ibftldi and M} mini were themselves from the General -Council remained'under - the thraldom'of 

kn,ow.p and^honoured by the.English*masses, were delighted to be able* politics. v ' '. : . - tue Diuaiuom ot 

tb ® Pari ! W0l * eh ' Vith- them and so on. _ , Afpresent Guillaume is alone in the fielded is working on his • 

il)us between, these two yonngstraggling groups of politicians the Mat two volumes which will brink Ins story to. the- Ha^ue GWress 
I^ernationa 1 originated,, a -sort of entente cordials, hardly anything (1872) and to the Berne trial (1877) respectLly. * ^ * 

else pn tha^mion^of-these groups. It seems due.to the useful selec-' • ■ ■ / ^ y ' •’ ’ . 

tion of the fii-st members of tlie Central Council among French and 
German Socialist refugees and others—.a selection and preparatory 
efforts duoto-Le Lubez—that the superficial political element of London 
and Paris Labour politicians was counterbalanced by real Socialises, 
among whom^Haul J\Iarx, bfrr his talent and wi-iting power, soou.pre-'' 
dominated. Kext to this the Congresses held ip London, Switzerland, 
and .Belgium easily permitted to distinguish mere oratory, Pteform talk,* 

-lyoaS. real Socialist aspirations, and a milieu was created-for inter¬ 
national emulation between State and' antbState Socialists,- The 
.General; Council was no doubt a useful'intermediary in'many matters 
enjoyed r general confidence. Bdt -here its role ends - ; and as this 
» i't at all the Marxist view of the case,'• the fact has to be 
related. - 

* * * *- * 

>i- ■ i/»inlon\gronps considered' the- council their work, and elected 

. ' - * >'.tM,thevCouncil which the Council thought wise to ar^nf-.., 


^ The book can be -obtained, post-paid, for four francs from 
Temps'XoiheauX) '£>, rue Broca; Paris. ' *•' * y. 
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other. Inembers from its own choice. These Englisli 

- ' • fisi-ii knew mattersHoo well, to respect the Council as some- 

— . • hWii and far-distant, had to 'strive for years .to make the 

.:j Hit t hem the- constitution of a-separate-British Federation, 
f *- .. ' -uuiitru tO'“i\vield the lever’• of the Revolution liimself. - The 
• ' . y j M . f \ ,OUs ) d hring those years of excitement which .preceded the 

Empire and th%^omnTune; t 3 pertainly acted for themselves 
; - f ' i no advme nor direction from the General Council. The 

Utiiv L;w>a.llejm movement in - Germany was outside of' the^Inter- 
i^tional, and the slew; arduous-ways by which Bebe'I, Liebknecht and 
^ ^OU oveiVllie democvatic societies of Germany to Socialism could 

not be shortened by Marx in London. The Belgian movement dated * 
from the beginning of the sixties, before the International existed, and 
the Belgians were “on good terms with the General Council just— 
because it interfered in no wav whatever with ,thfeir moveufentr" The 
-Italian movement in Kaples, Sieily, the Romagna;-Florence, Milan, etc., 
"' as b6 §« 11 ’ b y the friends, of Bakpninr- In. Spain, Bakunin’s friend 
1 hahelli,rounded the first sections of. the International; besides, the. 
workers in Catalonia Bad long siijce had their own' societies', hetffce thfe 
rapid spread, an d, strength, of th e Span isli I n ter national, etc. '' ' -, - 

., Switzerland democratic'societies and' trade organisations existed 
•which easily changed u am es to become sections o|. the International 
But they continued their electoral politics, and their Socialism- was. 0 f- 
the deepest blue. In the Jurassian.Mountains-.however, these sec-’ 
i tions by and bj^threW ovev politics, and became frankly anti-political ' 
Collectivist groups. _ This was done under' the. influence' of aetdat 
experience^ political and,economical, . and the- details of.- this typical 
.evolution fillsa larg^pavt of Guji]aume's book. Again, flhis reads like 
Utopia m reanjife. -Here are, as ,1 said before, 'working men .using'the ' 
political machinery under the most favourable Conditions possible and" 
•yet they arrive at the complete'rejection -8f electoral politics. 

thus, this part .of .the -stbry-Tzihe emancipation o‘f the Jurassian 
i ^ lora politics,.is as typical as the other part, the emancipation 

orsfehe International from + authority and the origin -of-the modern 
Anarchist movement. And-the characters'a re-all alive and soon, become 
familiar tp . the readers—-Bakuurn, Constant Meuron, Guillaume, 
Sch\yxtzguebel, Perron, Varlin, De Paepe, Paul Robin, and ever so 
many others. .. ' • .' ’ 

Of the book itself, it may be said that the author who, after leaving 
Switzerland in 1878, has fo-r many years studied the history of thte 
Jrencli Revolution from documents, has .madeevery effort to be 
scrupulously exact, and “discusses .on eaclv doubtful detail the value 
of Ins sources, etc. He used -quantities of .old letters written by-'himself 
«afc the time, the con temporal ^publications now almost lost, and he has 
been able to sunolsment thiJ hv j___^.. j 


Switzerland, . • . * ' - ' '* ... " - 

i. .We Have received tlie following from a Swiss friend :_ ’,. •*/ 

The^ Russian•'Revolution and the spirit of the new French 
syndicalist (trade unionist) movement lutrimiot been without influence 
on tlie .Swiss movement ;• and all of pa who are known as'revolntionaries 
have been, I am glad to say, murch in request for the, past lain nth, and 
alqio'st daily we.have.had to make reports bn anti-militarism, direct 
action, and the general,strike. I fis a joy to see haw’eagerly pvrh nm- 
■ S^isa^ trade _ unidTnists, in spite of the lively -opposition of the trade 
. unionist officials, take .up tlie “ new*’.’ ideas ; and. this . they do with a 
natural aptitude that'proves-they thorn uglily understand them. 

We - have also gained a great number of conjeades who ar§ ardent 
co-workers and; for -the first .time for years one feris in the circle'of 
fellow-workers a warm-filing of brotherhood—-that"feeling which we ’ 
have missed so.'much of late. : We havij founded an 'Anti-militarist 
. - League, which already .has many sections in Swit'zerlahd, and t6 which ' 
in An rich about half of the unions belong. But -we always, .consider as 
oui- chief aim not this..organisafciot),'which should only be a means of 
~ ~ propaganda, but-the'edncationa.1 w.ork ca'cried out-op'-the broader lines 
Thus 1 we have also begun'an agitation in tire co nutty by the ai4*of leaf- 

— - letSp so as to spread among the peasants tlie^idea of tltrowing'off the 

burden of ruortgciges, and'of'introducing comnuyutl ownership and 

now we intend to attack regularly .one place after.auother. ■ “ • _ 

‘ Brie.deb?rg, from Berlin, was lrere lately; He has jiis't made a tour 
of ]no[)aganda through Germany ; he -is convinced* that the spirit of 
the German unions is quite diffiiiient-'from what people imagined it was- 
... after the Gongr'esls of, the, union officials'in Cojogne. He intends to 
make a similar tour for «.s in. Switzerland at 'the end of- February.''' < 
Later on our friend wrote-:— ; ' '* 

• On-January,2Llast a Swiss anH-militarwt-gathering--/took place at * 

• Lucerne. It' consisteiTof delegates from the J Ierjnan and- French Swiss 
. aild a,so tlie Italians, representing about ■| l i')(Wtijen. , t, TJie Zurich''com- 
rades proposed th^.t Hr. ,Fj*iedeberg should make'a lecturing 'tour**-, 
i Switzerland and speak’ about .his- A n arch is fc-8o sialism, 1 

Thereupon there-arose a.very hot.ambintevestiu^debate about ParliH- 
JL ..--meptiarism, and‘the result was that all the ‘delegates agreed decidedly, 
with’ his standpoiiit^a., against Parlianfeittiarism). Cliarles -dSThine - 
with- whom- I had’.a long conversation, told me that^ie .shared entirely 7 
the riews^ of tlie Re veil of Geneva (the ’organ, of fafr comrades BerEon'i 

- - and- Herzig). It may also iutereSt yefu to knoW* that lall ‘tlie Swjflf" 4 *' 

delegates,, with one-exceptio-n,** ^vere. manaal-wbrifew, the youijgest'*bf - 
them being, thirty-five, aarl ail of them pure-bred Swiss. p 

, . : ' rt A._ '_Li_' ' '■* ,f- ; 1 

.Russia. * : \ ! > -‘y l.,/' . 

. S* ‘‘ On the last day that I was rinRi^a two girls, received fifty strokes of 
the lash-for stitching a led-flag,” So writes'-a well-known porrespondent to a 
London daily,, and the brief aenttjTice sums'.up. the'present situation in 
■ Russia as a greater flow of rhetoric fnight not. It is the old, old Russia of - 
the whjp^ tjig^cbabp- and lire scaffold, the. Tsardom that, .miaalvamed, has-'- 
faced the world vsa^e Peter'the Great-pit his only son to the torture and ' 
stood gloating over "his. agony. l £ach Tsar, that- ha^ reigned after this 
supreme devil has ruled his people in tire .same way when they showed 
-restivenfess. Aiul^nofv the weakest and smallest |of .tlie brood shuffles about-.' ' 
his palace-pi isqo ini pervious to, the cry of Ids suffering people, applauding., 
tlfe cruelty of bis officials, or by very silence ratifying it. ‘Mlim vve can leave - ’ 
to^ fate. “On-somebody^ soul all this must fall,” said a T n is mat chick to.-it 
friend of the writer.- ‘It will, A. few extracts from a recent letter from one 
of 'the. capitals may interest our j readers: “From the first niome'ht* of ' 


been able to aunnlement tlT <1 hZ ^TT V u c n 5 ^ ™ , 0t nnerest our] readers : “From the first niomeht* of 

1 •. „ 0 » R , l_p ement this by the great number of.-documents and amykl the prevailing ftriing of- suppression took hold of one, and is only 

letteis of Bakunin which came to. light since thobe days. • _ * strengthened by later impress imis. Just now everything goes smoothly 

As be tells the greater-part of. the events almost day by day as t l ' a ffi c j "business, etc.; the streets are full of people, but everythinr? (g S o 

they happened, events of general and of minor importance- are'often '^ 9 J d J en i. s ° lifeless ; but for the occasional §hout of a sleigh-driver one°would 

pufsideby side, and the accidental reader will find thi«a* drawback think it a city of ghosts—no gaiety; iio smj'jn even. ' . ". '; On every Street 

It ought, however, to give an impulse to him to master Ihe SBlriecfc• '^ ner - ean<l8 V 1 a t rnied P° lloeilia!1 ' with a loaded rifle bes\de him; apd. the 
more thorfeuglilv for - almost- everyth incr 0 no „i ! i subject troops are ready at a moment’s notice to begin ( heir bloody work at the 

This hriX has been and L w a cerfcan l ' 1 3f < “ tail ® e ' slightest attempt at street disturbance. ' Forty-thousand men and women 

Marxist mLl fU n * f b j S ’ fc an , e - x , tenl f ^ 1 „ fied b y .* are , V, 1 , P^ 9oh a9 ‘ Politicals V-iad food, ill- treatment, and typhus are helping 

niff lat -; fcb ® T 0CuIa f denionstratiop .of tlie>^ bad faith is t0 off aa much as the soldiers’ bullets..,Every- morning the papers 


also of typical valuq, and the reader-who knows the'tai^s of Marx will 
epjoy the. complete demolition of the ..Marxist system' of .writing 
history. . •* - .* t ,.- .,yT t '• " . • 6 

It is a- ^reat pity that other pountries .ha\-e/fis yet no similar books 
on the International. Ans'elmo X^orepzo '^rblished three' years ago 


■7, " —* * — 4 Xillr yi,ncw * i-uvcij. uiutu.tug tut; papers- 

contain endless orders front 1 the xliffereijt governor*^ each more senseless and 
cruel, than the other.-; Ope wa3 to the effect tliat' if in a certain southern ' 
village k single dagger t was found, tlie place .Wonfd be burnt to the ■ 
grauiul. Of the cruelties going on in the Baltic provinces I* Caiffiqtr-write 
r tp think of them makes one "pot'only sick, but savage, It is a stifiin 
condition, A day of retribution must, come. ; . , G'otjld you Gut se 
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hut, that the people are'packed .together in a email apace like herrings, 
that they are not shot because their labour is -needed* while they are but ■ 
dirt in the eyes*of. the Government^!-i , [. -Forgive me for saviii'g so 
. much 0,‘bo ub the condition a here— btit one cannot forget them—one breathes 
them.” (That last—wliat'a significant phrase !) ' . ■’ 

Until with increased", pay and better food the Government lp|^agam 
got the whip-hand- of the troops, a show of leniency, of, ilWnay be, 
studied pusillanimity, seemed beat for coping with the situation ; but 
once with' an army. behind him, Nicholas'again is master for a’time. 
Perhaps it is best so. Future Gapons and leaders will not again point to.a ^ 
Duma as a possible step -to freedom : the people themselves now know- 
that not a promise, not a word 'spoken by 'their rulers to be believed ; ’ 
"these will lie and lie, kill- arnjl kill., 'So has it always been, so.in Russia-• 
will it'always be while an autocrat aits on the throne. * Tie fcbr-. must go. 
But- meanwhile ? Meanwhile every thinking ■man, every, out-spoken 
■ iwoman, the “intellectuals,” Socialists, peasants,- alt who of late have 
dared to act or speak freely, are being massacred qt imprisoned. ..When 
the reactionist party grows weary- of the smell of bldod it will pause—— 
and t hen, the il the peasants will have something to say. Now they, are 
"sulbn and silent. They see tbeir women stripped and lashed by soldiers, 

' their homes burnt, their- trusted leaders shot without trial before their 
ey&a. Defenceless, their amis gone, they can'but stand and. wait.. “On 
somebody’s soul all this 1 must fall.” .. . ' l- 

One of the signs of the ti'rues is the increase of-Anarchist groups. ■ One 
year ago Russia hardly knew wbat Anarchism meant- ‘ Now it is no 
longer, so, for'the. new field'has proved a fruitful soil. As usual, the 
' (habitual activity ,and determination of 1 those of our creed has led tc>- 
^extreme measured being taken ag ainst, them by t he Ggrve r.iinie nt.~ •" ’ FoV 
^arowedTAjiafcliTsts ttirre' is - no cjuarter. Tiiey 'are shot of hulig without 
trial in batches wherever found. And this is happening so .frequently 
where a bomb explodes or an official is executed, that"it is quite-apparent 
the name 13 used by‘the authorities to cloak their constant butcheries of 
--.javol-utionttr-y-Sucialiatg.- Russia is too vast for Anarchist influence tojiaye 
■< ■ risen in one year _to the height claimed for it by Witte’s mercenaries, and 
the Crimson hands of the gendarmerie and Cossacks need whitewash even 
. in .Russia. Anarchist? Hang him. Social-Democrat Call him An archist 

and shoot him. ‘How simple, and saves so much trouble ! —Well, brothers, 


LITERARY—NOTE. 

-TT . ^ 


rTf iii.Jde^weitwo of a cr-eecT’dlifer., death makes us one, aud to, die for a 
people and a 1 cause under any name,, lie-it Socialist or Anarchist,.folds us 
in the- »elf*sanie and sublime shroud. .. 

1 l ’ -- 

France. ' ‘ . . ■ ’ ' . _ , 

Anti-militarism is at present the chief point of interest m French revolu¬ 
tionary circles. The savage sentences; passed recently on. the signers of tint- 
Paris poster that drew down the thu'mler of the law .hare neither scotched nov 
killed the advocacy of human brotherhood by anti-militarists as the authorities 
honed they would.-- This placard had perhaps twenty signatories ;-now we hear 
* of others posted boldly in every Spading garrison town, some wjjdj- eiglity->three 
' "signatures/others with over a 'thousand, all calling upon the conscripbe—ito 
’ refuse to tight another nation at the nier§vC- onitnand of the governing party. ■ No 
people,' aVthe posters point out,' has. a eras taut desire to tly at-its. neighbour’s, 
throat—ill-feeling is ■ativays* tu be-pliiee^l atXtlie doors of the respective'.Cabinets, 
.seldom to the nations themselves. The bropa^nda- increases daily■. and* the 
authorities are at their wits’ end llow to suppress it. At prbseM-they ■ content 
themselves with fines and imprisonment, both of which are cheerfully borne !*y 
the delinquents, ami as these swell in numbers (witness the thousand-odd. 
signatureCtachBd to a recent placard), prosecution becomes co.stly. - Taken'm 
its entirety, the question is by no means an easy one. There are tilifts"<hen 
men. must fight—that is, so long as the present system lasts. If is- hardly 1-ikflv 
that. the Germans could walk rough-shod oyer France without thediottest ant;* 

' > militarist rising, in wounded pride to knock‘down one of,‘them, ami after that cu 
many as he could.- ITuthn'n nature is the rock-bed.of all action.. No man will 


M. Netfclati writes: In Freedom, December last, I called attention 
to an-earljy r English' Anarchist? pamphlet whidTieems almost lost now, 
and I guessed that its author was A., Gvdclon. This is confirmed 
by a paper,which Miv'B. R. Tucker, editor: of Liberty (P.O. Box 1,312, . 

New Yorkf, kindly sent md. The Periofifytiay* Letter <3% the Principles 
(Old' Progress of 1 the Fguity Movement, vol. T/ No. 4, J qsiah Warren’s- 
papet (Modern Times)[, contains long extracts from “Tr act No. 1 ” 

. of tlie “ Rondon Confederation of Rational- Reformmis 3 ” (pp. 52—57), 
besides a letter from J. Warren to A? 0. Cuddon, in which the'words 
occur—“ believing you to have been the author of the foregoing tract.” 

The question remains, What' became of A. 0. Cuddon after 1S62, 
and are there other; Anarchist writings of his besides the tract and the 
statement of principles (1854), the notes to Burke's (1S58), 

which.can safely be ascribed Jjo.-him, and the articles in the Working 
Alan and the Cosmopolitan Review (1861-1862) 1 . - , J 

" f f " r . V ZZ . ■ - Z — i * “ * 

- OPENING OF A NFW“ CLUB IN THE EAST END. 

■ - *' * ? 

, M ____-__ t 

■ j. .i . r . ^.i ..» L + *i*. 

* There has been much rejoicing am&igi-’the Jewish.comrades recently, aud 

■ FelnaM rf^ 1 3 wa s quite, aired-letter day for The “ Workers' Friend ” Club 

was opened on that day at Jubij&e-Street, Mifin End. The meeting was well 
atfendedy and tlie hall,, tlipugli large, was packed almost to overflowing. 
Comrade Uoclwr optmed proceedings* anil spike of the many trials and persecn- 

■ tjb'ns yehioU had ;(jeeu’thelr^perieJice during the-last few'y^ars, and how it had . 

~ find 11 t~ imimtnatvtl - i a -th e^tlefevrmifuftio-n-d-e-ge(Hr-pliicf-tiiernjw'ir.—.Tlfib- irail^^ 
now been accomplished by the Federation' of Yiddish-speaking Anarchist groups. 

There was a great burst of enthusiasm when Kropotkin arrived, and efijer 
after-Cheer .went up as he made Iris why ter the platform". He began by .saying 
how much pleasure it’gave him tcf.be present' on such "an occasion, and-ho 
s-ihcen2y-c(>ugvatulated -the.'comrades_ o h_ securliigi tJus.,fime .Ira 11 -for th'eiy uew, ^ 

■ home, and also tliht it had been douq-ont of their own hard-earned pence with- 
• o-uf any middle-class, assistance.' He wished them every success in their under- 
‘fak'ing.* He also—made touching rafereneC to'oui' co mrades in'-Russia. .“ The 
hearts of".bur brothers,” he sadd;-‘''will -bergladdened to know-that here' in Lon- 

' clou yoti have 1 a lio me where-, they will, be sure of .'finding, a welcome* awaiting ' 
them'if circumstances should-force them to leave, the land where they are now 
- fighting so nobly for the .cause of .Liber ty.-”; - , , ; ,■ 

Comrade J. f Turner-, gave a shorf but very niteicshing account df‘the-ohl 
Berner Street Club, wlucli^jmtny comh^Jes will doubt- remember. He* ! 
expressed the hope aiid-TTelieftliat this irew-venturc, would prove the means of 
helping on both, tire English amV Jewish., propaganda, and., wop Id bring both.' 
-'sections, more in touch with each other,‘"E. Leggatt.and others also .spoke. ’ 



- .-evening to a close. 



... j So.cidLquesti on : are being given. _ _ 

pie'd-by-readiugs-from famous-tljinkers.'. , . 

A'Sunday School for the children, is to he started as soon as arrangements 
aye complete.- 
opportuyjity fo 


an 


theyaleserve,. .■ /• . 


It. i's to he hoped -that all -CQinrtides winy -are able will find 
visit the club? and thus give the comrades *fcbe encouragement 
' Li'jxias Wess. 


MONTHLY - ACKNOWLEDGMENTS. 
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conscription ___ . % _ 

standing army, of jnrlitarism^ 'Kven- \n Eoglaiid, ttitlioufe conscription, 'tlie 
Vioiousuusa of ban*aok4ife is an open secret, wliilc the dainps-in India are hob* 

tliongh nevHf 
" the 


vicioUsixesa of ban*aok4ife is an oi^en secret, vrlnlc tlie damps* m iiima are not.- . Pain phi <J5obic> Sal£$. * — ^ b. bmitn is, Jk-mcaia ckr* 

y beds of unspeakable, degradation amlv^ire— These things, thongh iHjv^r . / a s ; Sch, F/Large ^; JT. Groves K. MoVieifc 2s.-, P. li antil 

' publicly aUml^Lto, are well known. Still, in England ojtilya^-percentage of the Av^. Howie Gil* 5E Roohe 3s,, T, N. MeHnskj? i:i Os* 

population is liable to contamination—on t]ie Continent eVcry \vajnan*s son , Ma&irtney J. \Y V Flemiu^i 6cl.. s A. Ischertofik 3s., 
lias to pass through bhe fire. And no matter how 1 peaceably disposed a mtp\hy * H/ CroxfortViia'., Bracks Is, IQd. f p* ’ , * . 


Gmriintee Fuffd* — V: £1|« Olassb 10s. V( A.yM, 

1 FitEEB* Suhscrijxtipii^^^ Casanove Is. ‘lid., A. , y\ v Stirling J, AY. * 

B'Leming Is, 6 d.* Poiisard Jeime Is. Odl ' <*<>, * 

^ Sales of' Fhkebqm, — M* Paul Is*, J. ilcAra Ss,, P. Mandl Is. 4 d., R.^Gundersen 
0 2 s. * 0 clv^TrS'. Melinsky 2 s, Sd., t)r;.Mauthner Is. 6 d., A. TA&ertqcfc 4 d. f 
r / JAJ 0 s,'-P t Josephs os.y-A, pollock 2 s. Stb, ilorleit 8 s. ( ■ ' ; \ 

PainphUt ftiill 'Boblc 13nhs. —E, Q \"Smith 2s. '6JP, J. ilcAra *€1 3s, Bit, A, ak .. 
Us/ Hck, F. Large : 2aJ JT. Groves SsJ DfU, R, MoVleife 2s.-, P. JJaudl 4a Bib, 

a Vi rr_ j' ^ri: rs d . "W ' D ahLa O^h 'T? XT + alfiioL^r S * 1 1 * fl <3 4 'id*i W . J# 

K* '2*.> 
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rating 


weekly list of murders, of assault ami cruelty of.one farm -or another, to note 
thS^in almost every single ease the eriminal has been 01 :^ is* a soldiev. The 
nation^ wyo slowly awakening to the fulLRofror of u>i-U tar iron and France, as 
tisuff], is to' the fore* Also as usual, it ns a question the peopl^ wilI T ,lmve to 
soly^fbr themselves—no 'Ooyeriifnvnt will help bhedi to it, hqt gather batTto 
tholn to the utmost. ^ , 4 - • i 

V ■ ’ ^4—---^—: - ---—---— . - V »* - - 
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The Workers’- Friend CTuja and- Institute,..,'. , 

•' ■ 165 , JUBILEE STREET, MILE END, ~E.. ; 
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-T- FREEDUM- PAMPHLETS. 

.Nd 1 . THE WAGE BYSTEM. B x Peter Kaorot etx.‘ Id. 

No" THE COMMUNE'"OF PARIS. By PfiTEu Kropotkin. Ld. >:j 
No; 3 . NATALI! ABOUT ANARCHIST-GO 51 MUNIS M b et we ex two 
wOfticKRS. "By E. Malat^sta. ; 1 (U . \ ' 

<No. 4 . ANAUUfilST COMMUNISM : its_;Basis /.s*u ^hiscipleb.. t Bv 
1 Pktkh Kroyotkis. id. ' 

No. S. ANARCHISM and OUTRAGE. By. C. M. Wilson *d. r - - 
No, D. A N A lit* II V 0'^ . T RIA L—GeMglj / E tie van t,. J ean Grave - and 
■ C-\*mo Sauto. 32'pafeayi^ ' ' , 

• No in.'ANARCHISM : itw philosophy'a^d Ideal. By P. Kbopotkis Id; 
No. 12k UESkriNSlBILITY axo SOLIDARITY IX the t.abor etrucgye. Id. 


- THH SOCIAL GENERAL STRIKE. By Arnold Roller. 21- post free; 
THE KING AND THE ANARCHIST. 2d. 

IVHAT IS PROPERTY? By P. J. Proudhon. 2 vols, 2 s. 

■posfc-fvee 2 s. 4 d, - • - +>„:? V. - •• * 

■EVOLUTION AND REVOLUTION.' .By E- Reclus. Id.. - 
FIELDS, FACTORIES AND WORKSHOPS. 'By P. KuopoTidN, 
Paper cover Gd„ post-free '-Dtl.; cloth cover Is,, post-free Is. 3 d. • 

• WAR. Hj’ F. ICiiorOTKlN. ld> v ; ■ ' 1 

' MUTUAL-AID: A FACTOR OF EVOLUTION. .By Peter IvROroTEibf, 

. --- - . . _ „ , 3s, 6d., post free. ‘ X . T 

Rebels at Mile End in A.D.1^81; sfnd other English Revolts. CHICAGO MARTYRS : Speeches in Court. Is., post free Is. 3 d. 

SKETCH' OF MORALITY wmibHT Sanction pa-.O bligation. ^By 
M. Guyau. 10 ,d. post free. \ 
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Sunday, I Itli'March. 

* - F. KTTZ. " • 

plan of Campaign against Landlordism and Capitalism. 
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Sunday, ISbli March. 
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Sunday, 25th March. 
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Our Ideal) yie Abolition of Wage Slavery 
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